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LEGISLATION SUMMARY 

Tracking No: 0Z'l2.-2Lf 

DATE: November 4, 2024 

SUBJECT: AN ACTION RELATING TO THE NAABIK'iYATI' 
COMMITTEE AND THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL; 
REMOVING ETHEL BRANCH AS ATTORNEY GENERAL 

PURPOSE OF THIS LEGISLATION: 

If approved by the Navajo Nation Council, the current sitting 
Attorney General, Ethel Branch, will be removed from her position. 

FINAL AUTHORITY AND VOTE REQUIREMENT: 

The Navajo Nation Council has final authority; a simple majority 
Vote of all delegates is required for this legislation to pass. 
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PROPOSED NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL RESOLUTION 

25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - Second Year, 2024 

Introduced by: 

~-= 
(Prime Sponsor) 

Tracking No. Q 2. L/2.-Z.i/ 

AN ACTION 

Naabik'iyati' C mmittee 
Thence 

Navajo Natio Council 
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RELATING TO THE NAABIK'IY A. Tl' COMMITTEE AND THE NAVAJO NATION 

COUNCIL; REMOVING ETHEL BRANCH AS ATTORNEY GENERAL 

14 BE IT ENACTED: 

15 

16 SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

17 A. All proposed legislation requiring final action by the Navajo Nation Council is assigned to 

18 the Naabik'iyati' Committee for its review and consideration. 2 N.N.C. § 164(A)(9); 2 N.N.C. 

19 §700(A). 

20 B. "The Attorney General and Deputy Attorney General shall be licensed attorneys. The 

21 Attorney General and Deputy Attorney General shall be appointed by the Navajo Nation 

22 Council, upon the recommendation of the President, to serve at a negotiated salary. The 

23 appointment shall be effective upon the approval of the Navajo Nation Council, for a term 

24 concurrent with the term of the President. The Attorney General and Deputy Attorney 

25 General shall serve at the pleasure of the Navajo Nation Council. All other attorneys shall, 

26 serve at a negotiated salary and at the pleasure of the Attorney General." 2 N.N.C. § 1962(B). 

27 

28 SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

29 A. The Attorney General works at the pleasure of the Navajo Nation Council. Therefore, the 

30 Attorney General can be removed from her position with or without cause, by action of the 
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Navajo Nation Council. 

2 B. Pursuant to 2 N.N.C. §1962(C), "[t]he Deputy Attorney General shall serve in the stead of 

3 the Attorney General, with full authority of the Attorney General, in the event of the death, 

4 disability, or removal of the Attorney General, until a new Attorney General is approved by 

5 the Navajo Nation Council. " 

6 

7 SECTION THREE. REMOVAL OF ETHEL BRANCH AS ATTORNEY GENERAL 

8 OF THE NAVAJO NATION 

9 As of the effective date of this Action, Ethel Branch shall be removed as the Attorney General 

10 of the Navajo Nation. 

11 

12 SECTION FOUR. RECOGNIZING DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

13 The Navajo Nation Council hereby recognizes the authority of the current Deputy Attorney 

14 General of the Navajo Nation Department of Justice, Ms. Heather Clah, to act in place of the 

15 removed Attorney General, until such time as a replacement Attorney General is approved by 

16 the Council. 

17 

18 SECTION FIVE. EFFECTIVE DATE 

19 This Action shall become effective in accordance with 2 N.N.C. §221(C), 2 N.N.C. §1962(B). 
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